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FOREWORD 

Advocates of secularism frequently blame religion for 
the unfortunate condition of our contemporary world 1 
with the claim that it breeds fanaticism. Undoubtedly, 
violent acts committed by aggressive and irresponsible 
members of all major religions have increased 
substantially in recent years. Some of them are 
sanctioned internationally regardless of the issues at 
stake because misplaced sympathies and worldly 
interests so demand. 

Our statement that Islam is a religion of peace and 
civilization might well be met with skepticism because 
this religion in particular has been the victim of its 
adherents as well as its enemies. Muslims long deprived 
of justice under the present world order are committing 
large scale criminal acts, erroneously assuming that the 
prolonged suffering of their peoples has earned them the 
right to take matters into their own hands. But in so 
doing they not only alienate public opinion but violate 
the most basic principles of their religion . 2 



1 Disregarding how many have been killed by communists, 
nationalists and western nations who ignited two world wars within 
half a century, affecting half the population of the earth - not to speak 
of their current barbarism in various parts of the world. 

2 No matter how sorely oppressed, Muslims are prohibited from 
allowing emotion to govern their behavior, excusing it with naive 
interpretations of their religious texts. As part of their commitment to 



